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THE AMERICAN INNS OF COURT F OUNDATION
ORGANIZATIONAL CHARTER NO. 255

Presented to

The Hudson-Hall-Wheaton American Inn of Court
1n
Tulsa, Okdahoma

PROHRER APPLICATION HAVING BEEN MADE ¢, the Board of
Trustees of the American Jnns of Court Foundation for a Charter 1o establish,

organize and operate a participating Inn of the American Inns of Court
Foundation;|and

NOW, THEREFORE, the above named American Inn of Coury is. hereby

chartered a
Inn of Court

Pprocedures c
Incorporatio
the Foundatio

mark, seal and

0 adopt local American Inn of Court Bylaws, policies and
nsistent with this Charter,

Bylaws and other guidelines provided by the Board of Truszées of

and with Foundation Articles of

?

Tp use the American Inn of Court and the Foundation name, service

copyrighted materials as long as the American Jny, of Court is in

good standing|and the use is in accordance with conditions established from time
to time by the Foundation;

T

advance the cause and pursue the objectives of the American Inns

of Court as hereinafter set forth.
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ARTICLE X
OBJECTIVES
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The objectives of this American Inn of Court are as follows:

1. To gstablish a society of judges, lawyers, legal educators, law
students and othg¢rs, to promote excellence in lega] advocacy in accordance with

the Professional Creed of the American Inns of

2. To

3 To

4. To promote interaction and: colle
n order to minimize rriisapprehensions, nmisc

ster greater uniderstandin
System of disputq resolution in American
civility, professignalism and legal skiils;

. ovide significant educational exp
enhance the abilities of lawyers as counselors and
adjudicators and Judicial administrators;

Court;

g of and appreciation for the adversary
law, with particular emphasis on ethics, -

eriences that will lmprove and

advocates and of judges as

giality among al] legal professionals
onceptions and failures of

communication that obstruct the effective practice of law; '

S. To facilitate the development of law students, recent law school
graduates, and les$ experienced lawyers as skilled participants in the American

court system;

6. To preserve and transmit ethical values
professionals to the next; and

from one generation of legal

7. To bujld upon the genius and Strengths of the common law and the

English Inns of Co

1. Naturefof Organization. This Ame
d affiliated with the

porated association c

and to renew and inspire
service worthy of donstant effort and learning.

ARTICLE I
ORGANIZATION

JOy and zest in legal advocacy as a

rican Inn of Court shall be ’and |
American Inns of Court Foundation and’

omposed ‘of judges, Practicing lawyers,
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law school educators, recent law schoo] graduates, and
mvitation to

2
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: law students who accept an
membership, as hereinafter described,

. $Govermning Body and Officers. The officers of this American Ing of
Court shall be ]

Treasurer and such other officers as the Masters, by majority vote o
at a meeting duly called for that purpose,

Counselor myst be selected from among the Masters and shall be elected by vote

of a majority
officers, maype selected-from any category of membership and

majority vote pf all members présent at a meeting called for that purpose
Whenever pogsible, either the President or the Counselor should be a Judge. The

officers, and slich other mermbers as may be selected by majority

present at a mgeting duly called for that purpose, shall constitute
Committee.

al Lemms of Office. The term of each office sha]j be established

by this Ameridan Inn of Court. Officers may succeed themselves.

b. Duties of the Officers. The Officers shall be Teésponsible for the

general operatibn of the American Inn of Court jn accordance with this Charter,
any Bylaws adopted by this American Inn of Court and by the Articles of

Incorporation, Bylaws, Policies and Directives of the American Inns of Court
Foundation, mncluding the Officer Manual,

Duties and Authorty of the Executive Committee. The

Executive Committee, acting by majority vote of its members, shall:

assist the officefs in carrying out the responsibilities imposed by this Chart
Bylaws adopted by this American Inn of Court and by the Articles of

(1)

Take such action as may be necessary to carry out or
er, any

Incorporaﬁon, Bylaws, Policies and Directives of the American Inns of Court

Foundation;
(2)  Detenmine the size of each membership category in the
American Inn of| Court: .
(3)  Establish, collect and remit local and nationa]

membership dues assessments as described hereinafter;
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(4) Appointa repr
I the American [nns of Court Foundation;

contact with the American Inns of Court F oundation;

(6)  Confer and terminate
of Court; and perform such other duties as may

facilitate
“organization.

remain outside|the jurisdiction of the co
Cooperation with the trial and appellate
appellate judges will enjoy full particip

ARTICLE 111
MEMBERSHIP

member of the £ erican Inns of Cour
member of thig American Inn of Court
dues, be granted national membership

Executive Comn iittee. The Executive Co
mvitations to me mbership is absolute an
extended on the bas;j
any member of the American Ing of Court or in
filed with any officer. Membership shall not be d
of race, creed, religion, sex, age, disability,

3. Maximum size of this American Inn of Cy
membership should not exceed the mumber of people who

but experience hak shown that active membership of more

often detracts from the active participation that is crucia] to

(5) Appointa Tepresentative to serve as the dev
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esentative to attend the angua] meeting of

elopment

memberships in ﬂﬁs American fng

Proper operation of the

3. Relationships with Courts. This American Inn of Court shall be and

‘1. Nakional Membership in the American Inps of Court Foundation.
Each person who is an active member of this American Inn of Cogrt 1s also a
Lm Foundation. Ap mactive or former

may, upon application and Payment of
in the American Inns of Court Foundation:

2 Invitations to Membership. Membership in this American Inn of
-_-_—_———_—_R . . .
Court shall be ¢

Total active

¢an participate regulérly
In programming, fiscussions and other activities of the

Local conditions vary

than about eighty (80) "

the Inn experience.



Members shall be given suitable certificates of their membership in this American

Inn of Court. Membership in any category may be terminated in the sole
discretion of the Executive Committee.

Lol

4. Designation of Categories of Active Membership. There are four
categories of active membership in an American Inn of Court: (1) Masters of the
Bench (“Masters™); (2) Barristers; (3) Associates; and (4) Pupils. Membership in
this Americar Inn of Court shall consist of Masters, Barristers and either

Associates or Pupils or a combination of Associates and Pupils, as determined by
the Executive Committee.

a Masters of the Bench asters).

Bench or "Makters" may be held by judges, lawyers and law teachers who have
demonstrated puperior character, ability, and competence as advocates, Retention

of status as a Master is contingent upon reaso

nable active Participation in the
American Inn of Court, periodically reviewed by the Executive Commiittee,

Masters may skrve indefinitely but must serve continuously for at least
years before being eligible for election to emeritus status. Any Master
emeritus statug may be invited to serve

Membership as Masters of the

b. Barristers. Active membership as Barristers ruay be held by
attorneys who have some experience but who do not yet qualify as Masters and

who have demonstrated good character and a desire to improve and refine their
skills as advocates.

c. Associates. Membership as Associates shall be held by
lawyers who arg recent law school graduates but who do not yet meet the

American Inn of Court's minimum experience requirement for Barristers.
d Pupils. Membership as Pupils shall be held

third year law students. Tenure of membership for Pupils shail
one (1) year.

by persons who are
be not more than

5. Designation of Categories of Inactive_Membership. The Executive
Committee may [confer Emeritus and Honorary memberships as follows:

T a. Emeritus Members. Emeritus
upon active Masters of the Bench on the basis of
the American Inf of Court.

membership may be conferred -
long and distinguished service to
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' assessments in the form of dues N amounts which {1

T e e e oo () mB

b.|  Honorary Members. Honorary membership may be conferred
upon individuals - I

sexvice to the bench or bar, furtherance o
other notewortlly achi evements.

.| Honorary and Emeritus Masters shall be under no obligation to

pay dues, attend meetings or participate in other programs of this American Inn of

Court but shall enjoy all privileges of active membership except the right to vote.

ARTICLE 1V
FINANCES
1, Financial matters for this American Inn of Court shal] be manageq
and controlled in accordance with.policies and directives established by the

American Inns of Court Foundation and this Charter,

2. The| Executive Committee is cmpowered to levy and collect

order to conduct lits meetings and otherwise meet 1ts operatin

3.  The xecutive Committee shalj remit annually to the Alncri(‘;an Inns
of Court Foundation that portion of dues which

comresponds to the number of
active members of the American Inn of Court.

4. The fiscal year of the American Inn of Court, for fin

purposes, shall be the same as the fiscal year of the American 1
Foundation

ancial reporting
nns of Court

ARTICLEV
MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Schﬁ]e for Meetings. The Executive Committee shal] designate the
dates for the co cement and termination of the operative year.

Meetings shalj

PAGE ©7/09
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be held at least six times Per year at such times as the Executjve Committee may
determine.

2. (ontent of Meetings. The main themes and subject matter of regular
meetings shall be practical legal skills, with emphasis on ethics, civility,
professionalism and excellence in the practice of the profession. Programs should
present, demoystrate, teach, and explain the principles, skills, techniques, and
relationships ifvolved i the courtroom and in activities Preliminary to courtroom
appearances and should involve catique and questions from the membership of the
American Inn of Cowrt. These meetings shall be designed to assist members in
better discharging their duties to clients and society. Programs should ordinarily
be presented by previously assigned pupillage groups.

ARTICLE VI
PUPILLAGE GROUPS

As an American adaptation of the pupillage system, which is basic to the
English Inns of] Court, each Barrister, Associate and Pupil will be assigned to work i
with a Master (Who is a practicing attorney) during meetings and at other times :
throughout the year. At least one (1) Active Master who is a practicing attomney,
one (1) Barristelr, one (1) Associate, and one (1) Pupil, appropriate to the
membership composition of the American Inn of Court, sha]l comprise the.
pupillage group| Each pupillage group shall be assigned to a Master who is a
Jjudge, who shal] exercise general supervision over the group assigned to him or
her and shall mdnitor the group's attendance at meetings, encourage its meanihgﬁﬂ
Parucipation at 1
presentation of
contact with B
Court meetings

ARTICLE vIX
OTHER AMERICAN INNS OF COURT - -

This' Amerjcan Inn of Court shall promote or cooperate in the establishment
of similar Ameridan Inns of Court in the same or different localities of the state or
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elsewhere to mdre widely achieve the objectives of the American Inns of Court
Foundation.

ARTICLE VIQ
ADOPTION|OF LOCAL AMERICAN INN OF COURT BYLAWS AND
AMENDMENT AND INTERPRETATION OF CHARTER

This American Inn of Court.is authorized to adopt Bylaws which are not
mconsistent with this Charter. Any such Bylaws must be submitted to and
approved; in writing, by the Board-of Trustees of the American Inns of Court

" Foundation. This Charter may be amended only with the written approval of the
- Board of Trustegs of the American Inns of Court Foundation following a
two-thirds vote 4f the American Yon of Court members present at a meeting called
and reasonably noticed for.such purpose, or upon written consent of at least
. two-thirds of su membership. Any question as to the interpretation of this

~. Charter or the m, aning of any of its terms shall be resolved by the Board of
. Trustees of the erican Yuns of Court Foundation.

ARTICLE IX
REVOCATION OF CHARTER

- This Chart¢r may be revoked by the Board of Trustees of the American Inng
of Court Foundatjon upen the occurrence of any one or more of the following
events: (1) the Axperican Inn of Court does not become orgamzed and operational
within one year of the issuance of sajd Charter; (2) conduct on the part of the
American Ion of Court which jeopardizes the tax exempt status of the Americag
Inns of Court Foupdation; (3) violation of the provisions of this Charter; (4)

“conduct on the patt of the American Inn of Court which subjects the American
Inns of Court to phiblic ridicule, scom or opprobrium; or (5) violation of the

Articles of Incorpration, Bylaws, or Policies of the American Inns of Court
Foundation.




